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•OMEMAKERS '  CHAT  Tuesday,  November.  14,  1939 

(IDE  BROADCAST  USE  OILY) 

S'JBJZCT:     "QUESTIONS  UNDERFOOT . 11     Information  from  the  Office  of  Experiment  Stations 
ind  the  Forest  Service,  U.  S.  D.  A. 
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Coming  up  for  reply  today  are  questions  about  cleaning  the  floor.  Every 
housewife  has  floor  cleaning  problems,  especially  today  when  so  many  new  finishes 
are  on  the  market.     Gone  are  the  days  when  all  you  needed  to  clean  the  floor  was 
scour ing- soap ,  water,   scrubbing-brush  and  plenty  of  elbow  grease.    That  old-fash- 
ioned scouring  and  scrubbing  was  hard  on  both  the  floor  and  the  housewife,  iviodern 
vays  of  cleaning  are  better  and  easier.    But  you  need  to  know  the  right  kind  of 
cleaning  for  your  particular  floor. 

And  that  brings  me  back  to  the  questions  for  today.     The  first  questioner 
~ites:     "Ploase  tell  me  how  to  clean  a  plain  painted  floor." 

If  your  floor  has  only  paint  on  it,  no  wax  over  the  paint,  you  can  wash  it 
3ith  glue  and  water.     That's  the  suggestion  th  t  comes  from  the  Rhode  Island  Experi- 
ment Station  where  workers  have  recently  published  a  leaflet  on  wood  floor  finishes. 

common  practice  has  been  to  wash  paint  with  mild  soap  and  water.    But  some  tests 
&ve  shov/ed  that  this  is  not  the  best  method.     Soap  and  water  dulls  the  gloss  of 
Paint  and  gradually  destroys  the  paint.    A  better  way  to  clean  is  to  wash  with  glue 
ar'd  water. 

Buy  powdered  glue  at  your  hardware  or  paint  store.    A  half  pound  of  glue  is 
eri°ugh  to  clean  a  medium- sized  room. 

You  make  the  glue  -and-  wa~uer  mixture  much  as  you  make  a  gelatin  dessert.  First, 
a  cup  or  so  of  cold  water  to  the  dry  glue  powder  and  let  it  stand  and  soak  up 
"^ght.    In  the  morning  add  enough  boiling  water  to  make  2  quarts  of  liquid.  Boil 
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this  mixture  about  10  minutes,  stirring  as  you  boil.     Use  a  cup  of  this  thick  glue 
solution  to  each  pan  of  water  when  you  are  washing  paint.     Dip  a  cloth  or  sponge 
into  the  solution  and  wash  off  the  paint  on  the  floor  or  for  that  matter,  on  the 
rails  or  woodwork.     That's  all.     No  rinsing.     The  glue  makes  paint  look  like  new 
because  it  cleans  it  and  then  leaves  a  gloss.    A  glue-and-water  wash  is  easier  than 
soap -and- water  wash  because  you  don't  need  to  rinse  the  glue  off. 

By  the  way,   if  your  thick  solution  of  glue  should  become  hard,  you  can  soften 
it  again  by  adding  hot  water  and  reheating. 

So  much  for  cleaning  a  painted  floor.     Now  here's  a  question  about  cleaning 
i  a  floor  before  painting.    A  housewife  asks:     "How  can  I  clean  a  floor  so  it  will 
take  a  painted  finish  well?" 

Our  Rhode  Island  Advisors  say:     First,  remove  all  wax  by  washing  the  floor 
Iwlth  turpentine.     Then  wash  with  sal  soda  and  hot  water.     Finally,  rinse  off  all 
traces  of  sal  soda  and  let  the  floor  dry  thoroughly.    Unless  the  floor  is  entirely 
:lean  and  dry,  paint  won't  stick  to  it.    Paint  \70n't  hold  over  even  a  trace  of  wax 
:"  grease.    After  cleaning,  if  you  want  to  make  the  surface  even  better  for  paint- 
•r-s,  rub  it  with  very  fine  sandpaper  along  the  grain  of  wood. 

So  much  for  questions  about  painted  floors.    Here's  a  question  about  waxed 
floors.    "Please  tell  me  the  best  way  to  keep  a  waxed  fltr  r  clean." 

Housewives  often  ask  this  question  because  so  many  floors  have  a  wax  finish 
those  days.    Peoples  use  wax  over  shellac,  varnish,  paint  and  linoleum  as  well  as 
uVer  the  now  penetrating  seal  finishes.    Waxed  floors  look  nice  and  clean  easily. 
Here's  how  wood  experts  of  the  Forest  Service  say  to  clean  waxed  floor. 
:    ^ply  sweep  them  and  dry-mop  them.     For  the  dry-mopping,  use  a  soft  cotton  floor 

Just  barely  moistened  in  an  oil  mixture.     The  oil  mixture  is  3  parts  kerosene  to 


paraffin  oil.     That's  it — 3  parts  kerosene  oil  mixed  with  1  part  paraffin  oil. 
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Usc  it  to  just  oil  that  dry  nop  slightly.    You  don't  want  it  greasy  or  oily.  Y^u 
just  want  it  to  pick  up  dust. 

The  dry  nop  will  do  a  good  job  on  your  floors  if  you  keep  it  clean.  When  it 
begins  to  show  too  nuch  soil  for  efficiency,  wash  it  out  in  hot  soapsuds,  rinse  it, 
dry  it,  and  danpon  it  again  with  the  kcrosene-and-paraf fin  oil  mixture. 

Nov/  and  then  you  find  a  spot  on  the  floor  so  stubborn  the  dry  nop  won't  bake 
it  off.    The  way  to  remove  a  sp^t  like  that  is  to  rub  it  with  a  little  fine  steel 
wcl  dipped  in  turpentine. 

Here's  a  question  about  water  spots  on  a  floor  finished  with  shellac.  A 
I  housewife  asks:     "Er.w  can  I  remove  white  water  spots  fron  a  shellac- finished  floor?" 

The  answer  to  this  question  also  ccnes  fron  wood  experts  of  the  United  States 
forest  Service.     They  advise:     Hub  the  white  water  spots  with  a  cloth  moistened  in 
ilcohol  and  water.     Use  half  denatured  alcohol  and  half  cold  water. 

The  last  question  is  a.bout  finishing  a  cement  floor;     "Please  tell  me  whether 
I  should  go  to  <vhe  trouble  and  expense  of  finishing  a  concrete  floor  in  the  basement." 
I        The  Rhode  Island  Experiment  Station  workers  say  that  too  nany  housewives  let 
tooir  cenent  floors  gc  untreated  and  that  this  nay  be  an  expensive  oversight.  Un- 
Iweatcd  cement  floors  continually  slough  off  snail  particles  of  grit  and  sand.  These 

r:Uy  particles  get  tracked  all  over  the  house.     They  scratch  finished  floors  and 
jfenagc  ru^s.    A  good  finish  for  cenent  floors  is  a  new  paint  which  contains  crepe 
r^ocr.    Like  rubber  it  resists  acid,  alkali  and  water. 

Th  t  concludes  our  questions  for  today. 


